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Cover: Warren Rohrer (1927–1995) was an American abstract painter 
who grew up on a Mennonite farm in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. 
His most important work was derived from the agriculturally altered 
landscape and employed repetitive painting techniques that he 
described as related to planting, plowing, and quilt making. “From 
Black 4” captures the back and forth motion of a plow or the ancient 
mode of reading in both directions – or the mind turning to sites of 
memory, then back. Thus, the painting might be understood to express 
one of the ideas that gather around the theme of “place and 
displacement.”  
 
Cover credit: Warren Rohrer, “From Black 4,” 1979, oil on linen,  
60 inches x 60 inches, Smith College Museum of Art. 




