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Ex-Mennonite/Near Mennonite:

Liturgical, Non-Denominational, Secular
An academic and community education conference

Hosted by the Chair in Mennonite Studies
at the University of Winnipeg

October 3 and 4, 2014

This conference considers the process by which Mennonites have become
non-Mennonites, either as individuals or as church groups. It addresses
the fact that church boundaries and religious identities are never static,
but evolve, sometimes flourishing in unexpected ways, but at other times
giving way to other faith or cultural expressions, sometimes in syncretic
form with competing identities.

It also recognizes that historians tend more often to emphasize moments
of ‘becoming’ Anabaptist or Mennonite, than stopping to identify as
Mennonites. Yet in past decades, even centuries, many Mennonites have
switched religious affiliations, either by choice or involuntarily. They may
have joined non-denominational evangelical bodies, mainline liturgical
groups or non-Christian religions. Or they may have left religion entirely
to embrace a secular cosmology in which linkage to a Mennonite past is
expressed in terms of a symbolic ethnicity.

The conference also considers how those leaving the Mennonite fold may
cultivate a ‘near-Mennonite’ identity, for example, embracing a theology
or cosmology that respects so-called Anabaptist values — nonviolence,
community, humility, service. Such values may have been maintained,
perhaps reinvented, or even reinvigorated even as the nomenclature
‘Mennonite’ is exchanged for another.

The conference is not a lament, nor is it focused on the ‘fate’ of the Men-
nonite community. Rather it facilitates the analysis of a social and cultural
phenomenon. As such it seeks neither to endorse nor critique changing
religious affiliation but to be frank and honest in its historical analysis of
the changing ecclesiastical landscape among Mennonites.

For more information visit www.mennonitestudies.uwinnipeg.ca/events

The conference is a Divergent Voices of Mennonites in Canada
conference, sponsored by the Mennonite Historical Society of Canada.
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Call for Papers: 2015
Mennonites and Medicine:

Body, Health Care and Illness in the Past and Present

An academic and community education conference

Hosted by the Chair in Mennonite Studies
Eckhardt Gramatté Hall, University of Winnipeg

22-23 October 2015

This academic conference will consider a wide variety of themes,

including:

B The history of Mennonite medical health providers, from folk and
herbal to modern medicine.

B Notable doctors and nurses, as well as pharmacists, dentists, chi-
ropractors and midwives in the past and present.

B The institutionalization of Mennonite health: hospitals, clinics and
seniors’ homes.

B Government and medicine: Medicare, health insurance and im-
munization.

B Medical aid in overseas Mennonite missions and development
agencies.

B Faith, healing and well-being: the divine and the miraculous.

B The body: pregnancy and birth, youth and sexuality, aging and
dying.

B Physical work, exercise, fitness and obesity: the city and the farm.

B Epidemics and disaster: community responses to social crises.

B Genetically transferred diseases (and lack of diseases) and medi-
cal case studies.

B Genome-based research and Anabaptist community participation.

Send a 100-200 word proposal and short CV to Royden Loewen,
Chair in Mennonite Studies, by 1 November 2014 by emailing
rloewen@uwinnipeg.ca.

Planning Committee: Cheryl Rockman-Greenberg, Dept. of Pediatrics and Child
Health, U. Manitoba; Bruce Guenther, MB Biblical Seminary, Langley, BC; James
Hanley, History of Science, U. Winnipeg; Glen Klassen, Biology, Canadian Men-
nonite U.; Terry Klassen, Faculty of Medicine, U. Manitoba; Royden Loewen,
Mennonite Studies, U. Winnipeg; Vanessa Quiring, Joint Masters Program History,
U. Manitoba; Conrad Stoesz, Centre for MB Studies/Mennonite Heritage Centre.
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2> Mennonite Heritage Centre Archives
600 Shaftesbury Blvd Winnipeg MB R3P 0M4

An inter-Mennonite facility serving the community

® Research assistance o Archives (record preservation)
e Publications e Genealogy (family studies)
e Seminars & displays * Art Gallery

Connie Wiebe, Administrative Assistant
General Info., Book Sales, Donations
cwiebe@mennonitechurch.ca

Conrad Stoesz, Archivist
Research Assistance, Geneology
cstoesz@mennonitechurch.ca

Korey Dyck, Director
Projects, Events
kdyck@mennonitechurch.ca
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Affiliated with the University of Winnipeg
A college of Canadian Mennonite University

Suite 210 520 Portage Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3C 0G2
(204) 953-3855
www.mscollege. ca

Be a part of
Canada’s largest
degree programs
in Conflict
Resolution Studies
and International
Development
Studies.

Where Mennonite
understandings of
peace and justice
engage other
perspectives.

Rhubarb is the new quarterly magazine published by The Mennonite Literary
Sodiety featuring fiction, poetry, thematic commentary, creative non-fiction, art,
reviews, and humour by North American artists and writers of Mennonite heritage.

$30 (Cdn.) is enclosed for a 4 issue Rhubarb subscription

| Mome SUBSCRIBE
| Address

: City /Town

| Province/State Country

| Postal Code Phone

I Email

I Mail to:

Rhubarb Magazine
attn. Subscriptions
606-100 Arthur St.
Winnipeg, MB R3B 1H3

Email: info@rhubarbmag.com

—— — — — — —— — — — — ——— — —— ———_ ——- o W—— — — — — — — — — — —
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Mennonite Studies at
The University of Winnipeg

Undergraduate Major or Minor

A Major or Minor in Mennonite Studies is an excellent way to
learn about an historic people’s commitment to non-violence,
community action, spirituality and religion. It can provide a
useful preparation for a wide variety of fields including law,
journalism, social work, pastorate and conflict resolution.

Graduate and Post-Graduate Fellowships
$10,000 - $20,000

Available in Canadian or U.S. History with a thesis on
a Mennonite topic related to such themes as: ethnicity,
immigration, non-violence, gender, religious faith,
environmentalism or anti-modernity.

Winnipeg is a major city in western Canada and home to a
number of Mennonite archives and libraries, which offer rich
international collections for the serious researcher.

Major funding provided by:

D.F PLETT HISTORICAL RESEARCH FOUNDATION, INC.
Executive Director: Hans Werner, Ph.D.
And
C.P LOEWEN FOUNDATION

For more information on these programs, contact:

Royden Loewen, Ph.D.
Chair in Mennonite Studies
The University of Winnipeg

515 Portage Avenue
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NEW!

Mennonite Central Committee in Canada:
A History

Esther Epp-Tiessen

%013 346 pages, paper

ISBN 978-0-920718-95-7

On Being Human.:
Essays from the Fifth Shi’i Muslim
ennonite Christian Dialogue
Harry J. Huebner and Hajj Muhammad
Legenhausen, editors
2013, 269 pages, gaper
7.50

ISBN 978-0-920718-94-0

Citizenship: Paul on Peace and Politics
Gordon Mark Zerbe

2012, xii + 276 pages, paper

$26.00

ISBN 978-0-920718-93-3

To browse and buy, visit

cmupress.ca
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Friends of JMS

Orren R. Bartel, Regina, SK
Ernie & Mary Bueckert, Austin, MB
Wendy Crocker, St. Thomas, ON
M. Allen Davis, Prince Rupert, BC
Juanita Doerksen, Eugene, OR
Rudolf Dyke, Brentwood Bay, BC
David Friesen, Winkler, MB
Ted Froese, Winnipeg, MB
Lawrence Giesbrecht, Altona, MB
Ruth Heinrichs, Regina, SK
Ernest Hiebert, Winnipeg, MB
Art Hildebrand, Crystal City, MB
Daniel & Marguerite Jack, Calgary, AB
Dr. Doreen Klassen, Corner Brook, NL
Victor Kliewer, Winnipeg, MB
Harry Loewen, Kelowna, BC
Lucille Marr, Montreal, QC
Gary Martens, Steinbach, MB
David Neufeld, Whitehorse, YT
Henry Neufeld, Winkler, MB
Helen Pauls, Chilliwack, BC
T. D. Regehr, Calgary, AB
David & Karen Reimer, Steinbach, MB
Mary & Don Reimer, Winnipeg, MB
Edgar Rogalski, Hamilton, ON
Avril Saunders-Currie, Aylmer, ON
David Schroeder, Winnipeg, MB
Margaret Silver, Stratford, ON
Peter & Esther Wiebe, Ajax, ON
L. Zacharias, Winnipeg, MB

* With profound gratitude, we publicly acknowledge
the generous support of the ‘Friends of JMS’






