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Cover Illustration: “The Cadet Money of all Mennonite Congregations 
in East and West Prussia and Lithuania by acreage and membership 
over fifteen years of age. Assembled on August 6, 1840, at the widow 
Mrs. Wall in Marienburg.” This document summarizes the payment 
obligations in 1840 of congregations in the Prussian provinces of 
East and West Prussia (excluding Danzig) toward the annual 5,000 
Reichtaler tax that Mennonites paid collectively from 1773 to 1867 to 
the Prussian state in exchange for exemption from military service. 
Each congregation raised its designated amount based a set fee per 
male and female congregant over the age of fifteen as well as a tax on 
the farmland members owned. For a fuller discussion of the context 
and meaning of this illustration see Mark Jantzen’s article, Wealth and 
Power in the Vistula River Mennonite Community, 1772-1914, in this 
issue. Original illustration located at Mennonite Church USA Archives, 
North Newton, KS, in V-18, Folder 30, Archives of the Mennonite 
Church at Orlofferfelde - Miscellaneous documents 1775-1907.


